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Amend?
House not
so sure
Lynch’s issue faces
bipartisan concerns
By SARAH LIEBOWITZ
Monitor staff

Audrie and Carlos Vosburgh embrace after their wedding at the prison while his mother, Vikki Benjamin, and sister Crystal Howley look at Polaroids with son Jayden.

CAPTIVE VOWS
Prison inmates wed,
despite the obstacles

T

here were no white dresses. There
was no cutting of cakes, no bouquets
or personalized vows. The ceremonies, brisk and to the point, were
witnessed by only a handful of well-

wishers.
This was wedding day at the State Prison for
Men in Concord.
“It would have been nice to have the white
dress,” reflected Sarah Leonard, who married
Jonathan Leonard – the father of her 3-monthold daughter – at the prison last month. “But to
me that’s money you don’t need to spend. It’s a
dress you’ll only wear once. . . . We were doing
this for us and because of our daughter – not for
other people.”
Leonard’s wedding was one of seven that took
place in the prison chapel Jan. 17, as prison

AUDRIE AND CARLOS
VOSBURGH have never known each
other outside the prison setting. A5
SARAH AND JONATHAN
LEONARD met on the outside, but he
eventually returned to prison. Still, they
tied the knot. A6.
employees efficiently shepherded each couple
through the ceremony and the ensuing embraces
and quiet tears in half-hour time slots. It is a role
prison officials assume twice annually – in January and July – with roughly a half-dozen inmates
tying the knot on each designated day.
Interest in the ceremonies always runs high.
Jim Daly, the prison chaplain, has already
received several dozen marriage requests for the
upcoming July ceremonies. As the date nears,
however, some prospective spouses bow out.
With the prison lighting and clinical rooms, you
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never forget where you are. “It’s still the same
sterile, protective environment,” Daly said. None
of the perks extended to married inmates in some
other states – conjugal visits, a wedding cake –
are available in New Hampshire. There are no
special decorations, no celebratory sweets.
Grooms are brought to the chapel area shortly
before their scheduled ceremony; brides are
escorted from the visitors’ entrance shortly after.
They get several minutes together in the hall
before it’s time to enter the chapel. After the wedding, they have several minutes in the chapel. One
after another, the couples emerge as newlyweds.
After the celebrations, the brides, who come
alone or accompanied by mothers and future inlaws, are shepherded through a door toward an
elevator. The grooms, clad in green prison uniforms, peer through the glass barrier, waving as
their new spouses withdraw from view. Then, they
return to their cells.
With the grooms behind bars, wedding planning falls almost exclusively to the brides. They

See WEDDINGS – A4
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For the second year in a row,
House lawmakers are poised to
grapple with a proposed constitutional amendment on education funding. And like last year,
the plan will likely face more
obstacles in the House than it
did in the far smaller Senate,
where the latest version of an
amendment sailed through on a
19-5 vote last week.
“I’ve mostly talked to people
who, like me, don’t think it’s a
good idea at all,” said Rep. Liz
Hager, a Concord Republican. “I
hope the votes are not there in
the House for it,” she added,
describing last year’s House
vote rejecting an earlier version
of the amendment as “so
strong.”
The amendment – a signature issue for Gov. John Lynch –
would allow the state to bypass
portions of a
state Supreme
Court
ruling
and give lawmakers broad
authority
to
direct
the
state’s education dollars to
certain
districts.
This
latLynch
est version has
bipartisan Senate origins. In a
turnaround from last year, when
the majority of Senate Republicans opposed a proposed
amendment, this plan was crafted by Senate Republican Leader
Ted Gatsas and Senate Majority
Leader Joseph Foster, a Democrat.
But the bipartisan display in
the Senate may not signal a
change in the House.
In June, the House roundly
rejected an earlier version of the
amendment, voting 253-108
against the plan. Republicans
unanimously opposed the plan;
many Democrats also voted
against the measure. The vote
prompted a round of fingerpointing about who was to blame
for the amendment’s failure.
Historically, Republicans have
pushed a school funding amendment, while many Democrats
have opposed such a move.
The new Senate-backed
amendment now heads to the
House Finance Committee, said
Rep. Marjorie Smith, a Durham
Democrat and the committee’s
chairwoman. The committee
likely won’t hold a public hearing
on the proposal until late next
month, Smith said. Smith
declined to disclose her opinion
on the proposal, saying “the last
thing I would do is pre-judge it
before the finance committee

See AMEND – A10

Obama web boom tips He tends to North Country teeth
toward ‘Baracklash’

NICE
Sunny
today. High
36, low 16.
Jade
Knittel, 9,
of Concord
draws the
day. B6

By MARGOT SANGER-KATZ
Monitor staff

By JOSE ANTONIO VARGAS
The Washington Post

It’s the nature of the web – and,
really, of life. What goes up must
come down. What’s popular
becomes too popular. What’s seen as
hip and cool eventually gets mocked.
Even, yes, Barack Obama.
In recent days, sites have
popped up indicating that the ongoing online Obamamania has hit a
wall. What kind of wall? A snarky,
ironic, this-Obama-thing-has-gotten-over-the-top wall. Obama’s
smiling mug is mashed up on
countless faces on SenatorObamas.com. He’s Sumobama. He’s
Pharaohbama. He’s Navajobama,
complete with a blue-and-white

feathered headdress. The blog Is
Barack Obama the Messiah? features a photo of the Illinois senator
standing on a flight of stairs, Christlike, above an adoring crowd while
a ray of light beams from above.
And on the website BarackObamaIsYourNewBicycle.com,
the
candidate caters to all your needs:
Barack Obama made your bed . . .
Barack Obama folded your laundry . . . Barack Obama picked you
up at the airport . . . Barack
Obama remembered your birthday . . . Barack Obama is your new
bicycle . . .
That’s funny ha, ha. And funny

See WEB – A10

Bruce Katz’s Colebrook dental
practice has no computers, and
patient records are kept in a desktop file of lined yellow pages
clipped to small film strips of
molar x-rays. Patient appointments – up to 30 a day – are neatly
hand-printed on a daily calendar.
Katz, 56, who sports a long,
bushy white beard and has decorated the office with photographs of
mountains he’s hiked, looks like the
denizen of another age. His practice, while modern in its standards,
is run much as it was 30 years ago,
when Katz first left dental school in
Philadelphia for the North Country.
He knows his patients’ first names,

NOAH RABINOWITZ / Monitor staff

See DENTIST – A10 Dentist Bruce Katz inspects John Chandoha’s X-rays.
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the ages of their children and their
job histories. He takes walk-ins and
emergencies without appointments.
He’ll clean his patients’ teeth, drill
their root canals, or build dentures
from scratch, referring his patients
to specialists or labs only in rare
cases.
Business relationships with his
patients run in both directions. During a single day of practice this
week, he arranged to buy 10 pounds
of honey, a trailer-load of firewood,
and a quarter of a beef from patients
he treated.
To Katz’s mind, it’s an ideal life,
in what he calls “the forgotten end
of the world.” He works long hours
and his patients don’t always pay
their bills right away. But he likes
his varied work, enjoys the low costs
of rural living, and books his winter
weekends solid with cross-country
skiing trips.
Katz practices dentistry in a
region that state public health officials, legislators and the federal government consider “underserved,”
where many residents have never
seen a dentist, or only show up at
Katz’s office when the pain of an
abscessed tooth leaves them no
other option. He sees the ravages of
unfilled cavities and the pain of
needless infections and extractions.
He often witnesses the damage
caused by methamphetamine abuse
and baby bottles filled with Kool-Aid.
One teenager he recently treated
had lost so many teeth to decay that
he fitted her for a full upper set of
dentures.
The North Country, like many
rural areas nationwide, has a population that visits dentists less frequently than residents of more cosmopolitan areas. Legislators this
session have been discussing ways
to fix that problem, by considering
two bills that would create new categories of oral health professionals
who might be more likely to practice
in neglected areas. One, which
would permit dental hygienists to
set up shop as independent practitioners, is unlikely to pass this session; it was deemed inexpedient to
legislate by committees in both the
Senate and House, and members of
the Senate opted to table discussion
of the bill, a process which puts it on
indefinite hold. Another, which
would establish a committee to
study the state’s dental workforce
shortages, is still alive.
But as Bruce Katz’s experience
shows, improving the dental care of
the state’s underserved populations
may be more complicated than simply adding new providers to rural
health care networks. His practice
battles old wives’ tales – that it’s
normal to lose teeth, or that genetically “soft” teeth can’t be saved –
and a community where waves of
job losses have left many residents
unemployed and uninsured, with
oral health low on their list of pressing concerns.
“It’s not as if I’m overbooked
here,” Katz said on Wednesday, during a break between appointments.
“It’s not that we don’t have enough
capacity here. It’s a lot of people
don’t have the capacity to pay for it.”
Katz’s practice is housed in the
second story of a historic Main
Street house, which Katz bought
and converted to an office shortly
after moving into town. The exam
room is lined in jungle-themed wallpaper, with tigers and giraffes stalking the edges. The bathroom
includes a shower. A closet in the
waiting room with a heavy door
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Dentist Bruce Katz prepares to treat Deborah Breault in his offices in Colebrook. Breault moved to Colebrook from Franklin two years
ago. She does not have health insurance.
holds a box of scuffed wooden
blocks. Giant goldfish swim with a
20-year-old iridescent shark in a
large tank in the entry hall.
He is assisted by his wife, Emmy
Katz, a dental hygienist whom he
met in Philadelphia, and part time
by Marlene Cloutier and Jacquie
Purrington, 17- and 21-year employees who act as dental assistants,
receptionists and bookkeepers.
Katz is one of about 35 dentists in
the northern part of the state, but
the only New Hampshire dentist
practicing north of Groveton. He’s
the closest dentist for patients in a
30-mile radius spreading into three
states and Canada.
He accepts Medicaid, a federalstate insurance plan that pays for
treatment of poor children and
mothers. He and his wife serve the
county nursing home, traveling to
patient beds to perform tooth
cleanings or minor procedures.
They also care for prisoners at the
local jail, where inmates are often
delivered to the waiting room in
orange jumpsuits and leg irons.
“It’s the North Country,” Clouthier said of the 12-hour days and the
ever-changing roster of patients. As
Katz puts it, one minute it could be
romper room, and the next an oldage home. “There’s never a boring
moment here.”
Deborah Breault, who moved to
Colebrook two years ago, was one of
Katz’s unexpected visitors Wednesday. She stopped by the office
around lunchtime, after a pain that
she thought came from an ear infection over the weekend suddenly
announced itself as a tooth infection.
Sitting in the waiting room, as a
sister-and-brother team built towers
with the well-worn blocks, Breault
explained how she and her husband
moved north on short notice, when a

real estate agent offered to swap her
house for theirs back in Franklin.
Breault and her husband left
their jobs at a water treatment company and started their own homeimprovement business. They also
left behind their health benefits.
Breault said that they considered
continuing their coverage temporarily, through the federal COBRA plan,
but they balked at the $700 a month
price tag.
As she took her place in the dental chair, she explained her symptoms to Katz. He took the back end
of a dental mirror and tapped gently
on each of her molars. “Ahh,”
Breault exclaimed, when Katz found
the tooth that needed a root canal.
“What we’re going to do is open
that tooth up and drain it out,” Katz
said. As he explained the surgery,
Breault scrunched her face and
clasped her hands across her waist.
“So I can’t take, like, Penicillin or
something?” she asked.
Katz drilled deep into the tooth,
flushed it out with a sterile solution,
then packed it with antiseptic medicine and a temporary filling.
Breault made an appointment for a
week later to have a permanent filling installed.
She still isn’t sure what the procedure will cost.
“I don’t even want to know,”
Breault said several days later Friday evening. “I don’t even know if he
takes credit cards. I may have to set
up a monthly payment plan.”
Unconventional payment plans
are not unusual for the practice,
though he recently started asking
new patients to pay for their
appointments up front. New residents who didn’t know him, he
found, were more likely to leave him
“holding the bag.”
“We carry a lot of people,” said

Emmy Katz, who pays closer attention to the books than her husband.
She said that in time, they almost
always get paid for their services.
“You go through the ups and downs
with the community.”
Katz is not a North Country
native. He grew up in Brooklyn, then
spent years studying engineering
and dentistry in Pennsylvania. But
when he finished school, he knew
the kind of lifestyle he wanted. He
and Emmy loved quiet and hiking
and wanted to live in a northern
New England community where
they would know their neighbors’
names. Katz asked the state department of dental health to give him a
list of places that needed dentists
and picked Colebrook off the list.
During his years in Colebrook,
he’s watched the community
change, from a manufacturing center full of young, blue-collar employees, to a quieter town with fewer
economic opportunities and an
aging population. He can tick
through the factories that have
closed in the region since he moved
there, and remembers the 30 working dairy farms that all closed after
federal dairy buyouts and depressed
milk prices.
“It’s a big, big, big difference in
this area,” Katz said while treating
David Hurlbutt, a 32-year employee
of the Wasau Paper mill in Groveton
that closed last year. “All the young
people have gone.”
Hurlbutt first saw Katz recently,
when an infected tooth needed to be
pulled.
“I neglected my dental health
forever,” Hurlbutt said after his
appointment. Although his factory
benefits included full dental coverage, he hadn’t sought regular care.
Now he has only a few months of
severance left and has scheduled a
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had a chance to do its due diligence.”
House Speaker Terie Norelli
also shied away from disclosing
her opinion on the amendment last
week, saying that it “will receive
full debate and careful deliberation
in the House.”
If Senate Democrats largely
backed the amendment last week
– of the chamber’s 14 Democrats,
only three broke with party leaders – such unity is unlikely to
extend to their House counterparts. Last year, despite the efforts
of House Democratic leadership to
build support for an earlier version
of the amendment, many members
weren’t convinced.
Many Democrats believe that
the state ought to pay for the full
cost of an adequate education for
every student, and they view the
amendment as a way for the state
to shirk its responsibility. Others
argue that the amendment would
give lawmakers too much latitude
over the distribution of state aid.
“I am surprised that the Senate
supported an amendment that
says nothing about funding adequacy and refers to taking disparities into consideration with no
explanation of what kind of disparities,” said Rep. Emma Rous, a
Durham Democrat and chairwoman of the House Education
Committee. Rous opposes the current amendment proposal.
Rep. Gary Richardson, a Hopkinton Democrat who followed
last year’s amendment debate
closely, anticipates that House
lawmakers will attempt to change

the proposal. Like the amendment’s
backers,
Richardson
wants the state to be able to target money to needy districts and
dole out less to wealthier ones.
But Richardson, who described
the Senate amendment as “so
vague,” wants to ensure that the
proposal couldn’t be used “to
reduce the state’s responsibility
to fund 100 percent of adequacy.”
As for House Republicans, it’s
unclear whether they’ll repeat last
year’s vote and oppose this
amendment.
“I don’t know,” Rep. Gene Chandler, a Bartlett Republican, replied
when asked what the House
Republican caucus thinks about
the new amendment proposal.
“I’m not going to say too much
until I get a feel for what some of
the other members think.
“I expect it will be the same,”
Chandler added. “There will be a
number of people for it and
against it.”
Some Republican House members may want the amendment to
go further in pushing the courts
out of the school funding debate.
For other Republicans, the wording may be a deal-breaker. A key
phrase that House Republican
Leader Mike Whalley pushed for
last year are absent from this
amendment. Last year, Whalley
said that the phrase in question –
“on a per pupil basis” – would
make sure that every district
receives a certain amount of
money based on its number of students.
“The Republican caucus is very

series of appointments to fill badly
pitted teeth before his benefits run
out.
“I’m not exactly phobic, but I
don’t exactly care for drills and needles, and I wasn’t suffering,” he
said.
Dentists concerned with statewide access often mention attitudes like Hurlbutt’s as one of the
challenges they face. Though local
foundations and organizations have
invested heavily in public education
campaigns about dental health,
many people still haven’t gotten the
message that tooth decay is preventable and pain is not the best
indicator of a problem. Like Hurlbutt, his wife had also lost several
teeth already. She saw Katz that
day for work on her dentures.
“It sounds so simple,” said Skip
Homicz, a former president of the
New Hampshire Dental Society,
who practices at a community
health center in Portsmouth
geared toward underserved populations. But it’s changing perception and raising awareness. It just
hasn’t been done in the past.”
Hurlbutt, who worked as a shift
supervisor at the mill, has qualified
for federal assistance to help him
go back to school. He’s attending
White Mountains Community College to study nursing, a career
where he won’t have to worry about
slackening demand or losing his
benefits.
But many of Hurlbutt’s colleagues haven’t found good longterm work, and Katz knows that
he’ll lose patients once the mill’s
severance runs out.
“There’s three to four people a
day that I see that worked at the
mill,” Katz said. “They’ll lose their
insurance. Then I’ll become less of
a priority.”

strongly united, and we’re going to
have to reassess where we are,”
Whalley, of Alton Bay, said after
last week’s Senate vote. The key
phrases “were more important to
some than others.”
Some of the frustration lawmakers felt after last year’s
amendment vote lingers. Last
year, Whalley faulted Democratic
lawmakers for the amendment’s
failure.
Smith had a different take. “The
vote last year ended up, quite
sadly, not being a vote on the merits, or lack thereof, of the amendment,” she said. Rather, it was “a
tactical move that might very well
have backfired on those people
who initially said they would support the amendment and then at
the last moment changed their
minds.”
Smith played a central role in
crafting the amendment rejected
last year. The Senate had initially
passed a different version of the
amendment last spring, which
would have required the state to
pay for at least 50 percent of the
cost of an adequate education.
House lawmakers scrapped that
early version, and members of the
House Finance Committee created the version that eventually
failed last year in the House.
Even if there’s sufficient support in the House for this new
amendment, it’s unclear whether
the proposal will make it to the
House floor.
When House lawmakers rejected the amendment last year, they
went even further, blocking recon-

sideration of the proposal until
2009. The new amendment may be
sufficiently different from last
year’s proposal, allowing lawmakers to bring it for a vote. House
Democratic Floor Leader Daniel
Eaton, of Stoddard, recently said
that, “the verbiage as it stands
now I think probably would merit
introduction.”
The amendment needs 60 percent support in both chambers. If
it passes the Legislature, it would
need the approval of two-thirds of
voters.
The Supreme Court has ruled
that the state’s definition of an
adequate education is insufficient
and that the state must pay for
whatever it defines as a constitutionally
adequate
education.
Amendment supporters argue that
an amendment would relieve the
Legislature of what they describe
as overly restrictive court rulings.
But several House lawmakers
said yesterday that they’re primarily focused on meeting the court
requirements, not on the amendment. After defining an adequate
education, lawmakers are attempting to determine the cost of providing such an education. A group of
lawmakers charged with that task
recently completed a report that
recommends spending nearly
$3,500 in state aid on every student
and distributing additional money
for needy students.
“Whether there’s an amendment or there isn’t an amendment,
were have to work through the
costing,” Smith said. “That happens no matter what.”

At 56, Katz counts himself
among the younger North Country
dentists. Two of his nearest peers
have continued to practice into
their late 70s, and Katz has seen
the region’s older dentists try to
sell their practices and retire without much luck.
It’s the trend that concerns public health officials, who are experimenting with strategies to recruit
young dentists to serve in the state.
“It’s still a very difficult place to
get people,” said Jim Williamson,
executive director of the New
Hampshire Dental Society. “You’ve
got to get somebody and a family
who really wants that lifestyle.”
The same economic trends that
can discourage Katz’s patients
from visiting him discourage his
colleagues from setting up shop.
There are few career opportunities
for dentists’ spouses north of the
notches, recruiters have found, and
recent dental school graduates
with hundreds of thousands of dollars in debt tend to be wary of a
practice without steady, predictable
income.
The nature of Katz’s practice
may also scare off many young dentists, who are trained to practice
along a more specialized model,
where they refer root canals, wisdom tooth extractions and denture
patients out to specialists. Rural
dentistry demands generalists.
“You just need one Bruce Katz,”
said Homicz, who has worked with
the state to develop recruiting
tools, such as loan repayment and
outreach to rural middle and high
schools.
As Tony Hibbard walked into the
office Wednesday afternoon with a
chipped front tooth, Katz met him
at the front office counter.
“I saw two nice loads of wood go
by today,” said Katz, who had been
treating patients since 6:45 a.m.
“Where were they going?”
Hibbard and his father run a
local logging business, and had
been shipping wood from a nearby
lot up a steep hill, a good job for a
sunny day with clear roads, they
agreed. Katz recognized the rig and
was pretty sure he’d seen Hibbard’s father behind the wheel.
Hibbard, his parents, his wife
and two girls all see Katz, and have
been seeing him since he first came
to town, when Hibbard was about 8
years old. Katz said there are families where he’s treated five generations in his office.
“You get to know virtually everybody in town after awhile,” he said.
Katz joked with Clouthier, helping
him repair Hibbard’s tooth, that it
was a bad idea to talk back to Rose,
Hibbard’s wife. In fact, the tooth
had been a casualty of a pulp hook,
a hand tool used for grabbing logs.
As Hibbard paid his $65 bill in
cash, Katz asked Hibbard to deliver
a trailer-full of wood to his property,
though he warned that his icy driveway might be treacherous this
week.
“Whenever you can get in there,
just dump it,” he said.
Emmy Katz has been clamoring
to replace the couple’s home woodstove with a furnace for years, Katz
said. She’d wanted a modern heating system for the year 2000. Now,
with heating oil prices high, Katz
figures he’ll keep his old-fashioned
system for a few years more, and
continue to enjoy the ritual of cutting and splitting logs.
“It gives me something to do in
my spare time,” he told Hibbard.
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ouch.
Sites such as the Messiah blog
are created by voters who don’t
care much for Obama.
“I just can’t stand it. Whenever I
hear him speak, I shake my head,
thinking, ‘Are people hearing his
campaign’s
overtly
religious
tones?’ “ says Michael Hussey, 29,
an internet entrepreneur who runs
RateMyTeachers.com. Hussey is a
libertarian, his politics a cross
between Ron Paul’s and Rudy Giuliani’s, he says.
But most of the sites that poke
fun at online Obamamania are
engineered by supporters, some of
whom are explaining to themselves
– and to lovers, friends, co-workers
– Obama’s pull. The web is an
expressive, creative sandbox, a virtual playground where you can be
as self-effacing and self-indulgent
as possible. It’s a place where
inside jokes become, when effective, everyone’s jokes.
“Obama has this almost irrational following, and I myself can’t
sometimes explain why I’m supporting him. He’s all things to all
men. At least that’s how I put it,”
says Noah Norman, 25, a tech consultant who launched SenatorObamas.com last week.
No offense to the Paulites, the
fervent, fanatical followers who’ve

kept Paul’s candidacy alive, but
Obama is the online candidate of the
primary race. Though he consistently trailed Hillary Clinton in state and
national polls for most of last year,
he’s always been the online frontrunner in fundraising, and the most
popular Democratic candidate on
Facebook, MySpace and YouTube.
On YouTube, it started off as
fluff, a harmless diversion, with
Amber Lee Ettinger, a.k.a. Obama
Girl, lip-synching her way to “I Got
a Crush . . . on Obama.” Then it
tapped into something authentic
when Will.I.Am’s “Yes We Can”
video, now viewed nearly 5 million
times in one channel alone, got
IM’d, linked and e-mailed around.
“To some people, the ‘Yes We
Can’ video is when folks started to
think, ‘Oh, this is too much,’ “ says
Joshua Levy of TechPresident, the
bipartisan group blog that tracks
how the candidates are campaigning on the web. “The internet is all
about authenticity. When somebody
gets too popular, too mainstream,
their authenticity is questioned.”
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