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They’re prepared to lose
Tax protesters defiant
as trial approaches
By MARGOT SANGER-KATZ
Monitor staff

Ed Brown of Plainfield has a
large safe in his new master bedroom. It’s where he used to keep 28
guns, a bayonet and a machete
before federal agents took them
away last month. But the agents
left behind something more valuable. According to Brown, he has
nearly $500,000 inside – roughly

50¢

believe the law requires them to
pay. Or, as he would put it, he knows
that the law does not. He is one of
perhaps 100,000 people throughout
the country who believe the government has tricked most American citizens into paying a tax that
has no basis in law. To Brown, who
has longstanding ties to militia and
other anti-government groups, the
tax system is just one of many ways
that the U.S. government is manipulating and controlling its citizens.
He and his wife say they must

equivalent to his wife’s unpaid
income taxes for the past five
years.
Brown is holding the money in a
“form of escrow,” he said, until the
federal government can persuade
him and his wife that the law
requires them to pay federal
income taxes. At the moment, he is
not convinced.
“I’m prepared to pay at any
time,” he said. “I have had all that
money for 10 years.”
Ed Brown says he and his wife,
Elaine, have not paid federal
income taxes because he doesn’t

See BROWN – A6
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The Browns keep $500,000 in
a safe. That’s roughly equal to
Elaine’s unpaid federal taxes.

A BLUE-SKY DAY

New lead in
6 unsolved
murders
Florida killings may be linked to deaths
of women found along I-91 in the 1980s
The Associated Press

PRESTON GANNAWAY / Monitor staff

Ryan Wittenberg, 8, of Bedford, releases a paper airplane into the sky yesterday during a contest at White Park in Concord
to benefit the Make-A-Wish Foundation. Contest winners were awarded skateboards. Story, B1

WEBSTER

THE VICTIMS

A murder-suicide in Florida
five months ago has rekindled
interest in a series of unsolved
murders in the 1980s along the
Connecticut River Valley that separates New Hampshire and Vermont.
The Florida deaths on New
Year’s Eve 2005 caught the attention of a private investigator in St.
Petersburg because she recognized the name of the killer,
Michael Nicholaou, who shot his
estranged wife and stepdaughter
before killing himself.
The St. Petersburg Times
reported yesterday that the investigator, along with a retired Vermont criminal profiler and a New
Hampshire cold case detective,
have been piecing together
Nicholaou’s life. DNA test results
that could be ready by the end of
the summer may complete a puzzle and solve six murders that
have baffled investigators in the
two states for two decades.
Lynn-Marie Carty was startled
on New Year’s Day as she read a
news story about the murder-suicide in Tampa, because she knew
of Michael Nicholaou (pronounced NICK-allow). Five years
earlier, a Vermont mother hired
Carty to find a daughter, Michelle
Ashley, who had two babies with
Nicholaou, then disappeared in
1988.
Carty said the mother suspected Nicholaou, based on something
her daughter once said: “If I’m
ever missing, he killed me, and
you need to track him down and
find the kids.”
After a few minutes at the computer in 2001, Carty found a phone
number for Nicholaou.

The bodies of six women
were found beside back
roads along Interstate 91
between New Hampshire
and Vermont. They were:
Mary Elizabeth Critchley,
a hitchhiker, 1981.
Bernice Courtemanche,
a 17-year-old nurse’s aide,
1984.
Ellen Fried, a nurse, 1984.
Eva Morse,
a single mother, 1985.
Lynda Moore,
a homemaker, 1986.
Barbara Agnew,
a nurse, 1987.
As she recounted it for the
newspaper, Carty called the number and asked about Michelle. At
first, Nicholaou denied knowing
her, Carty said, but when she
pressed, Nicholaou said Michelle
was a slut who was doing drugs
and had run off, abandoning the
kids.
Carty asked about the children,
Nick and Joy. He had them, he
said. They were fine. The conversation was short, and when Carty
called back the next day,
Nicholaou’s phone was disconnected.
Carty tracked down Nick

See MURDERS – A6
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BOW & HOPKINTON
baseball and Concord
softball are knocked out
in semifinals. C1
QUARRY DOGS lose
in season opener, 7-3.
C1

SURPRISE!
(MORE RAIN)
Warmer today,
partly cloudy. A
passing shower
in the afternoon.
High 78, low 56.
Paula Medeiros,
10, of Laconia
draws a mixed
forecast. C7

See PILLSBURY – A6
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The Home Depot on D’Amante
Drive has expanded its outdoor
garden center each spring and
stored inventory behind the building despite repeated city orders to
stop because it violates zoning regulations, Concord officials say.
The city has never sought court
action or fines for the violations,
but the abuses have been going on
for “several years,” according to
Craig Walker, the city code inspector.
“It’s been a perennial issue,”
Walker said. “I’ve been dealing with
this business probably since I’ve
been in office, going back to 2001.”
The Home Depot built its
114,447-square-foot store with an
attached outdoor nursery in 1998.
The plans approved by the city did
not call for the additional garden
center that has been set up in a
side parking lot for the past several
springs. The city also did not
approve outdoor storage behind the
building that some nearby residents say leads to noise that keeps
them awake at night.
After several years of warnings
from the city, Home Depot applied
for a variance this spring that

CRICKET LANE

BIG DAY IN
LOCAL SPORTS

the Pillsbury Lake Village District, began leaking through a 20foot breach the morning of May 15,
in the midst of the worst flooding
the state has seen in 70 years. Officials opened the lake’s two spillways to take the pressure off the
dam and reduce erosion. Deer
Meadow Brook, the stream that
was dammed up to create the
lake, is still running through, but
the breach is leaking what little
water is left. The only way to stop

By LISA ARSENAULT

TRIANGLE

Around what’s left of Pillsbury
Lake in Webster, canoes and
kayaks that used to sit on the
shoreline recline next to expanses
of mud punctuated by hulking
boulders. The bass, sunfish and
pickerel that used to be plentiful
are gone. And with summer coming on, the sandy beach at the
lake’s southern tip is a moot point.
Last month’s dam breach has
drained the lake of nearly all of its
water, and it will be up to voters to
decide whether to fill it up again.
The dam, which is owned by

Outdoor storage area,
garden center banned
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is needed to keep the
state’s 275 dams in good
repair, but where will the
money come from? B6

it – and to restore the lake – is to
make significant repairs.
The village district has enough
money in its operating budget to
hire an engineer to look at the
problem and predict what kind of
work is needed, said David Klumb,
one of the district commissioners.
But to actually fix the dam, and to
raise the money to fix it, the commissioners will need to get residents’ permission at a special village district meeting. They have
asked the superior court to allow
the meeting, and they hope to hold
it in late July.
“There’s some in the neighborhood that don’t want to spend the
money, but I believe we have
majority support to refill the lake,”
Klumb said.
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would have allowed expanded outdoor displays and storage and
eased parking requirements. The
zoning board unanimously rejected
the variance in May. The 30-day
window for Home Depot to file an
appeal has now closed – but the
outdoor garden center has gone up

106

CHARLOTTE THIBAULT / Monitor staff

outside anyway.
Home Depot spokesman Yancey
Casey said store officials do not
plan to bring the variance before
the zoning board again. He
declined to say whether the compa-

See HOME DEPOT – A6
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Nicholaou on the phone and told
him she didn’t think their mother
had abandoned them. He and his
sister had always thought otherwise. Nick cried as he described
their hard life, being dragged
around by a father still traumatized
by his duty in Vietnam.
In Vietnam, Michael Nicholaou
flew helicopters for the 335th Aviation Company, called the Cowboys.
The Times interviewed a dozen
Cowboys, who recalled Nicholaou
as a brave and duty-bound man
with a dark side. A least once he
left camp on his own, carrying only
a knife and seeking hand-to-hand
combat with the enemy. It became
a legend in the company.
Back at home, friends noticed
evidence of posttraumatic stress
disorder, a mental illness for which
he later sought treatment in Miami
and Tampa.
Michelle’s
family
thought
Nicholaou was creepy, too quiet
during visits to Vermont, where
Michelle’s mother and grandmother lived. He and Michelle had an
apartment in Holyoke, Mass., about
110 miles down Interstate 91.
Once, Carty said, Michelle told
her mother she feared Nicholaou
and planned to leave him after her
sister’s November 1988 wedding.
In December 1988, her mother
went to the couple’s Holyoke apartment. The Christmas tree was up,
presents unopened. The refrigerator was full of spoiled food.
In the years that followed,
Nicholaou, with kids in tow, visited
his mother in Virginia, friends in
Florida and Army buddies across
the country. He told some people
Michelle had run off with a drug
dealer. He told others she was
dead.
A few days after reading that
Nicholaou had killed his latest wife,
Carty
punched
words
into
Google.com: New England. 1988.
Murder.
She clicked on the story of a
pregnant New Hampshire woman
who was the sole survivor of a
series of attacks known as the Connecticut River Valley murders.
The remains of at least six other
young women had been dumped
beside back roads along Interstate
91 in a stretch that straddled Vermont and New Hampshire. A killer
had slit throats and stabbed victims
repeatedly in the lower abdomen.
The dead included Mary Elizabeth Critchley, a hitchhiker; Bernice Courtemanche, a 17-year-old
nurse’s aide; Ellen Fried, a nurse;
Eva Morse, a single mother; Lynda
Moore, a housewife; and Barbara
Agnew, another nurse. Only Jane
Boroski survived.
Noticing that several victims
were nurses, Carty remembered
hearing that Nicholaou’s first wife
was a nurse and that his mother
worked at a hospital. She later
learned
that
Michelle
and
Nicholaou had been at a Hanover
hospital on Thanksgiving, 1986. A
nurse from the hospital disappeared two months later.
She also learned the killer used
a martial arts grip on the surviving
woman. Nicholaou had a black belt
in karate. Relatives remembered
Nicholaou taking Christmas gifts
out of a station wagon with woodpaneled sides in the mid-1980s. The
surviving victim had told the police
her attacker drove a wood-paneled
Jeep Wagoneer.

PILLSBURY

AP

Nicholaou killed his estranged
wife and himself last year. Now
investigators say he may have
been involved in six unsolved
murders in New England.
At the time of the murders, fear
crept into the area. Security guards
shuttled nurses to their cars.
Boyfriends armed girlfriends with
guns. People locked their doors.
“It was the worst thing that ever
happened in this area,” said Carla
Hawkins, sitting on a stool at
McGee’s, a bar in Claremont. Her
family took in one of the victim’s
daughters.
“I was freaked out about it,” she
told the Times. “Still am.”
Carty learned that the last
attack was only four months before
Michelle and Nicholaou disappeared from the area.
Carty read online about John
Philpin, a criminal psychologist
who, in the 1980s, helped the police
profile the serial killer. She called
Philpin in Felchville, Vt., and told
him what she knew about
Nicholaou.
Philpin agreed Nicholaou could
be the killer.
“This is the first, I’d call it major,
lead in three or four years,” Philpin
told the Times.
In February, Carty called the
New Hampshire State Police and
spoke with Detective Steve Rowland. Rowland usually hears from
family members of the victims who
are seeking updates, or from people who want to share theories
about the killer.
But Lynn-Marie Carty had more.
It was the first time Rowland had
heard of Michael Nicholaou, and
Carty’s information revived the
investigation. She also suggested
the police might try to match
Nicholaou’s DNA with evidence
from the crime scenes.
By April, authorities considered
Nicholaou one of their three
strongest suspects, Rowland said.
The other two are still alive. The
police can’t check their DNA without probable cause. That’s not the
case with Nicholaou.
“His profile fits the profile of
somebody that would commit this
type of crime,” Rowland said.
“There’s no question about that.”
Rowland now has Nicholaou’s
fingerprints, and he’s working to
get DNA from the medical examiner in Florida. The forensics lab that
tests DNA is backed up with current homicide cases, Rowland said,
so he doesn’t expect an answer
until late in the summer.
But he told the newspaper he
wouldn’t be surprised if the results
point to Nicholaou.

Continued from A1

Cost estimates for the repairs
were not ready last week, but an
official with the state Department
of Environmental Services has said
the figure might be in the hundreds
of thousands of dollars. The commissioners are hoping to qualify for
disaster relief aid from the Federal
Emergency Management Agency,
which would cover 75 percent of the
costs. If FEMA contributes, the
state will chip in 12½ percent, leaving residents to cover the rest of
the cost.
The lake’s all-but-disappearance
has dropped the water depth from
about 15 feet in the deepest areas
to 20 to 30 inches. The exposed lake
bottom might look solid, but in
many places the mud will swallow a
leg past the knee, Klumb said. He
hasn’t seen anyone boating since a
few days after the breach.
The draining of the lake has also
created safety concerns, said Adam
Pouliot, the town’s acting fire chief.
Pillsbury Lake has three dry
hydrants, pipes that go out into the
lake for firefighters to pull water to
fill a tanker. All of those pipes are
now above the water line. Fire officials had to change the response
plans for homes in that part of Webster.
“We
actually
upped
the
response,” he said. “We’ve got
extra tankers coming to that area
of town.”
Much of the wildlife around the
lake has disappeared, said Jody
Connor, the state limnology director. Many of the fish probably
flowed along with the draining
water and were smashed on the
rocks downstream in Deer Meadow
Brook, he said. Unless they were in
an area still covered by pools, the
snails have died, as have the mus-

sels, which helped filter the water.
The aquatic plants will dry out, and
the mud could prove hazardous for
animals as well as people, Connor
said.
“It’s a very mucky bottom, and
you get a moose in there looking for
tubers – certainly, there might be
critters that get stuck in the muck,”
he said.
In the dry lakebed, new species
will take root, Connor said. Algae
that thrive in water will give way to
algae that live on rocks. The dragonfly nymphs won’t survive, and
their absence, combined with the
standing water, could give rise to
other insects.
“The dragonflies are one of our
greatest eaters of mosquitoes and
black flies,” he said.
But Connor said the changes
will be reversed if the lake is
restored. “When they put the water
back in the lake, we’d expect the
lake to come back very quickly,” he
said. “Within a few years, it would
be similar in plant species, and the
fish and the invertebrates will be
back again.”
If voters approve the dam project, it will be the second costly initiative this year in the village district, which has an annual budget of
about $100,000. At the district’s
annual meeting in March, residents
supported a bond to install a
$400,000 water purification system.
Officials expect to build it within
about two years, Klumb said.
The village district’s next meeting is Wednesday at 7 p.m. at the
clubhouse.
(Elizabeth Walters can be
reached at 224-5301, ext. 317, or
by
e-mail
at
ewalters@cmonitor.com.)

CONCORD MONITOR

Continued from A1

spread the word.
“They don’t want the American
people to know that they’re not
liable for these taxes,” Ed Brown
said.
The government has given up
trying to convince the Browns to
pay. On May 24, both were arrested by U.S. marshals and charged
with a series of tax evasion and
conspiracy crimes – all related to
their failure to pay any income tax
for more than five years. Elaine
Brown, a dentist with a successful
West Lebanon practice, has been
charged with 21 felonies, including
tax evasion, conspiracy, failure to
withhold employment taxes from
her employees and money laundering. Ed Brown faces fewer
charges, eight felonies, in part
because he’s retired from his
career as a cockroach exterminator and currently earns no income.
If convicted, the Browns could lose
their home and face maximum
sentences of five years in prison
for each tax crime, and 10 years for
each money laundering charge.

No luck with lawyers
The Browns see their trial as an
opportunity to take a public stand
against tax authorities and prove
the righteousness of their legal
analysis, but so far, none of the
lawyers they’ve spoken with has
been willing to make their argument before a judge and jury.
Elaine Brown said she and her
husband left a meeting with one
recommended lawyer so devastated, “I thought we should slit our
wrists.”
“Basically, he said we’re not
going to win. We’re going to lose.
We’re going to jail. We’re going to
lose all our property,” she said.
The reason lawyers won’t take
the case, experts say, is because
the Browns’ position has no basis
in law, and making such arguments could get an attorney sanctioned or disbarred. In case after
case across the country, tax crime
defendants who challenge the
income tax have been convicted,
and those convictions have been
upheld on appeal.
“I don’t know what’s cause and
what’s effect, but once they get fixated on these things, there just
doesn’t seem to be any hope for
them, and they wind up going to
prison,” said Daniel Evans, a
Philadelphia estate lawyer who
has made a hobby of following tax
protester cases. “You can’t get a
responsible lawyer to get up in
court and argue that the income
tax doesn’t apply, that it’s voluntary. . . . You’ll get disbarred.”
For almost a decade, Ed Brown
has been a vocal and public supporter of a series of anti-government causes. In the mid-1990s, he
spoke for the embattled militia
movement contending that the
Oklahoma City bombing was
planned by the government to discredit the groups. In more recent
years, he has taken on the mantle
of the United States Constitution
Rangers of the Continental Congress of 1777, a group he describes
as dedicated to monitoring government activity and protecting liberty, often by confronting law
enforcement figures who the
rangers believe are trampling people’s rights. The group has chapters across the country, and Brown
is one of two national leaders.
Mark Pitcavage, the head of
fact-finding at theAnti-Defamation
League, who has been watching
right-wing extremist groups since
the early 1990s, said he’s known
about Brown for as long as he’s
been on the job.
“For a long time, Ed Brown was
one of the leading militia figures in
New England,” he said.
At Brown’s arraignment in May,
Assistant U.S. Attorney William
Morse argued that Brown’s history

HOME DEPOT
ny plans to get rid of the outdoor
garden center. Officials are still
“assessing the situation and
reviewing our options,” he said.
Next week Concord will issue a
cease-and-desist order. If the store
doesn’t comply, the city may pursue court action and fines, Walker
said. The Home Depot could be
fined up to $500 a day for every day
the order is ignored, he said.
The Home Depot is a national
chain of home improvement stores
founded in Atlanta in 1979. It is the
largest home improvement chain
in North America, with more than
2,000 stores in the United States,
Mexico and Canada. But it has
faced increased competition from
Lowe’s, which is undertaking a
massive expansion project to move
into markets once dominated by
the Home Depot. Lowe’s has 1,250
stores and plans to open another
450 by 2007, including a 170,000square-foot store with a 20,000square-foot outdoor garden center
on Fort Eddy Road in Concord.
Walker sent the Home Depot a
letter in February reminding the
store manager that outdoor seasonal displays and storage are not
allowed. Doing so anyway, the letter warned, could result in cita-

WHAT NEXT?
The Browns’ trial on
charges of conspiracy and
tax evasion is scheduled
for July 18.

legal and political ideas, and she
shares his view that she does not
owe any income tax.
“What we’ve learned,” she said,
“is anything you’re told, question,
question, question.”

Fear of fluoride

The Browns get most of their
news from a series of anti-tax and
of militia membership, his collec- anti-government websites, and
tion of firearms and previous from the weekly American Free
threats he’s made against federal Press, a Washington, D.C., newsagents made him dangerous paper. The front page of a recent
enough to be denied bail. He also issue included the headlines
Rebuilding
Waco
showed the judge aerial pho- “Davidians
tographs of Brown’s house, where Church: 13 years later survivors
castle-like additions have been in fighting for their beliefs,” and
the works for the last two years. “Explosive New 9-11 Theory:
Those improvements made the Physicist suggests ‘thermite’
house “essentially a fortress,” caused twin tower collapse.”
The Browns are also fearful of
Morse said.
The magistrate judge who fluoridated water, which they think
heard the case dismissed those will poison them (they have their
arguments and let Brown go as own well) and reject conventional
long as he surrendered his guns, a medicine. Ed Brown said he and
common requirement for defen- his wife believe all disease can be
cured without drugs or surgery,
dants charged with a felony.
During a recent tour of his through the use of diet and herbs.
Brown said he’s not involved in
home’s new construction, Brown
the militia movement, which he
laughed at Morse’s statements.
“This is the fortress,” he said, said “doesn’t exist any more.” In
gesturing around his well-lit new the mid-1990s, he led a New Hampshire
group
breakfast room.
called the ConThe walls are
s t i t u t i o n
built of 10-inchDefense Militia
thick concrete
and
founded
for
structural
another militia
support, Brown
group called the
said, not to fortiUnamerican
fy them against
Activities Invesattack. And the
tigations Comopen space atop
mission. News
a five story cylinreports at the
drical tower with
time estimated
360-degree views
Ed Brown
the Constitution
of Brown’s propDefense Militia
erty – it’s a
had about 15
“deck,” Brown
said, not a “turret,” as Morse had members and met locally to train.
But not today.
suggested.
“It’s a joke, and everybody
The view includes a partially
knows it’s a joke,” he said, dismissconstructed greenhouse.
“In the event the economy col- ing any questions about his militia
lapses, a greenhouse of that size history. “There’s no such thing as
can feed a family of four indefinite- a militia anymore.”
Throughout the decade, Brown
ly,” Brown said.
Brown is friendly and person- has remained a consistent and
able, with a slim figure and a thick, vehement opponent of the federal
gray mustache. He wears the tax system, sending interrogatory
badge of the Constitution Rangers letters instead of returns to the
clipped to his belt (a star in a circle Internal Revenue Service each
with a scale of justice and the April.
Ideas like the Browns’ on the
number 77). The insignia is also
painted on the doors of his two invalidity of the federal income tax,
abound on myriad “patriot” and
trucks.
Chip Berlet, who interviewed “liberty”-themed websites. They
Brown several times in the 1990s espouse complex legal and constiwhile researching his book Right tutional theories about why the
Wing Populism in America, said income tax is a sham, ranging
he knew it was just a matter of from the idea that the tax is “voltime before Brown ran afoul of untary” because of language in the
authorities, and he was glad to 1040 instruction book, to a belief
hear that it was over taxes and not that labor cannot be taxed, to arguguns. He said there may be some ments that the 16th amendment,
merit to Morse’s contention that which authorizes a federal income
Brown was “heavily armed and tax, was improperly ratified.
Most of these ideas have been
dangerous.”
“Ed so totally and completely circulating since the late 1960s,
believed in this conspiracy . . . it when a Witchita building contracwas obvious to me that he was tor began writing tax protest letprobably destined for a confronta- ters to the IRS and sharing his thetion with the government,” he said. ories, according to Daniel Levitas,
“You have to realize that he takes who chronicled the history of the
this stuff very seriously and has movement in his book The Terrorist Next Door: The Militia Moveresearched it for many years.”
ment and the Radical Right.
These tax protest ideas have
A longtime skeptic
long been popular in extremist cirBrown’s anti-government theo- cles. Anti-tax activists have a capries are not limited to his views of tive audience in people who are
the tax code. His decades of already disinclined to support the
research have made him skeptical federal government’s activities
of any claims made by the federal and have signed on to other antigovernment, he says. He believes government conspiracy theories,
the government was complicit in said Heidi Beirich of the Southern
the Sept. 11, 2001, attacks on the Poverty Law Center.
World Trade Center and that mem“Most of the people who are
bers of the Illuminati, a rumored involved in the tax protest movesecret society, have infiltrated the ment had some connection with
highest levels of government the militia movement and patriot
around the world.
movement,” she said. “And, of
Though she has been less course, they dovetail in that they
assertive about expressing her hate the federal government.”
views in public, Elaine Brown
A common refrain in tax proagrees with most of her husband’s tester circles is that IRS and other

“I’m just an evil guy
because I speak the
truth. And I bring
out things that they
don’t want you to
know about.”

federal officials refuse to answer
questions about the legitimacy of
the income tax. Brown said he has
sent letter after letter to the IRS
explaining why he is not paying
and asking for legal clarifications.
The failure of the IRS or the U.S.
Attorney’s office to answer his
questions, he said, proves his position is correct.
“You’re going to have to show
me a law,” he said.

‘Kangaroo court’
Brown said he understands the
tax law better than the lawyers
who are prosecuting him, but he
also believes he and his wife will
probably lose their case when it
goes to trial on July 18. He expects
that he’s been dragged into a “kangaroo court,” and that the judge
and prosecutor are conspiring to
punish him for speaking out
against the government.
His arrest, he said, is just
another sign that the government
has strayed from the principles he
reads in the Bill of Rights and the
New Hampshire Constitution, two
of three texts he believes to be the
foundation of all law (the third is
the Ten Commandments). He has
framed copies of the Declaration of
Independence and the U.S. Constitution hanging in his house and a
stash of bound copies of the New
Hampshire Constitution, which he
hands out to guests.
“I’m just an evil guy because I
speak the truth,” he whispered,
waving the New Hampshire constitution in front of his face. “And I
bring out things that they don’t
want you to know about.”
But even if he loses, Brown
said, he thinks his stand on the
income tax will have value
because it may alert others to the
truth.
“If I’m going to live as a man of
honor, I must stay with that position . . . at any cost,” he said. “I
understand what our forefathers
went through now – the persecution.”
On internet message boards
geared toward New Hampshire
libertarians and members of the
Free State Project, a group of New
Hampshire transplants who are
hoping to transform the state’s
politics, the chatter since the
Browns’ arrest has been largely
supportive.
“They are non-violent but know
what the government of the world
is up to and don’t want to contribute to it,” said one post on the
NHFree.com message board,
signed by “CNHT.” “Now they will
most likely be put in prison for not
complying with it.” Other posters
offered to help the Browns and
have begun organizing followers to
attend their trials.
Dave Ridley, a Keene-based editor who moved to New Hampshire
from Texas as part of the Free
State Project, said he sees the
approving discussion as a sign that
the Browns’ arrest will boost their
cause by bringing attention to tax
protest arguments.
“It’s the civil disobedience of it
that’s sort of caught people’s
attention. He’s sort of following a
well trod path, an honored path,”
he said.
“It’s like a peaceful version of a
guerilla war,” he added. “The more
you succeed against a guerilla
movement, the more you grow it.”
Elaine Brown is less confident.
One night last week, she brought
home the yellow pages for Concord, Manchester and Boston, in
hopes of locating a lawyer.
“Right now, I’m sorry we started this,” she said. “We thought we
could make a difference.”
(Margot Sanger-Katz can be
reached at 224-5301, ext. 307, or
by e-mail at msanger-katz@cmonitor.com.)

Continued from A1
tions, criminal complaints and
fines.
But when spring rolled around,
the garden center was expanded
into a side parking lot, adding
another 23,738 square feet of display in place of at least 70 parking
spaces, Walker said.
Requirements for how many
parking spaces a store must have
are calculated based on the size of
the retail space available. The
Home Depot cannot afford to take
up parking spaces with an outdoor
display, Walker said, especially
considering that adding the extra
retail space requires more parking.
Representatives from the store
told the zoning board on May 3
that there is plenty of parking, but
the extra outdoor storage is needed to store merchandise that is
trucked in during the day. Store
safety rules ban stocking merchandise inside the store in the
daytime with customers around.
But an agreement with abutters
also bans trucks from coming in
at night. That means trucks must
come during the day and the
merchandise must be stored outside until closing at 10 p.m., the
store manager told the zoning
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board.
Some residents of McKenna’s
Purchase, a condominium development behind the Home Depot,
say the store has been a loud
neighbor ever since it was built.
The outdoor storage and associated noise and light is another sore
point, they say.
“I think they take delight from
11 p.m. to 6 a.m. in being just as
noisy as they can possibly be,” said
Sheila DiNapoli, who lives in a bordering
McKenna’s
Purchase
condo. “We never hear Shaw’s
next door. Shaw’s is as quiet as a
mouse.”
Deanna Hebert, manager of
McKenna’s Purchase, said beeping fork lifts, ringing phones and
clattering merchandise being
moved in the outdoor storage
area at night has been a problem
since 2003, when trees buffering
the two properties were cut down

to put in a gas line.
The noise has been evaluated
by the city and found not to be in
violation, Walker said. The Home
Depot’s variance was denied
because parking and storage
needs have not changed since the
store was built in 1998, he said.
Because the Home Depot’s violations are not safety concerns,
enforcement has not been a priority, he added. By the time enforcement has become imminent each
year, summer is over and the outdoor displays are brought inside
for the season, he said.
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